Intermittent hypoxaemia without orthodeoxia due to right-to-left shunting related to an elongated aorta.
An elderly woman presented with unexplained, intermittent hypoxaemia unrelated to posture. Subsequent investigations revealed intermittent and variable right-to-left interatrial shunting through a patent foramen ovale in the presence of normal pulmonary arterial and intracardiac pressures, caused by right atrial compression from a horizontal, elongated ascending aorta. Surgical closure of the foramen resulted in marked clinical improvement.